0.  The  Minister  on  his  own  initiative  then  turned  to  the 
subject  of  the  so-called  "South  Sea  advance"  and  made  to  me  the 
following  confidential  oral  statement  •. 

"'.7e  understand  that »  since  the  military  occupation  of 
Hainan  Island  by  Japan  and  the  placing  of  the  Sinnan  Gunto 
'Spratly  Islands)  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Formosan  Government 
Jeneral ,  rumors  have  spread,  giving  the  impression  a3  though  Japan 
entertained  some  territorial  designs  toward  the  South  Seas  j  that 
as  a  result  certain  interested  countries  are  apprehensive,  and 
that  even  3oae  Americans  have  a  similar  apprehension  with  regard 
to  the  Philippines,  The  Japanese  Government  consider  it  regrettable 
from  the  standpoint  of  Japanese -American  friendship  that  such 
apprehension  ha3  been  aroused,  T-ey  are,  therefore  prepared,  if 
■the  United  States  Government  3hould  desire  that  a^me  step  be  taken 
by  the  Japanese  Governement  for  the  purpose  of  dispelling  such 
apprehension*  to  enter  into  conversation  with  the  United  States 
Government , " 

Cipher  texts  by  mail  to  Shanghai.  Chungking.  I  wiping. 

GiiEU 


Foreign  delations  II ,  p..  1  at 

PP-  4-5 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/1547c9/ 


o 


fjd 

-H4h 


OK  ° 


'W  rrr 


ci 


2 


^  ( *'*—)  tn  ^  fgi  fife  (uftjw  ,g3 

rff  rj?~l- /  &  if-  zlf  f-  1,1  ^  sffl  -p? 


+»- 


'  *  ®  /  * *  #  •  i’-tf  *5»1S-  £  ®f  iifA'  D  0  ,'h  V 

#  '-  g/  <* 0 

rffi  *  %f-  -  yf-fff  -*  ^  zfiHf  tf  |f^_ 

3t  ^  »*  *#f  ft  $>  fa  .  ^  ^  m  j  H,  ,  o  ^  ^  +? 

^  ^  1 T  y  lh7T  s  -g  *  £■  vf'^t  rr  -g|f  f  ^  a5f'  ■£ ' 

-*  -'  .pf  -  «;.  «rc  ji}  4  -~ff,(r<  gS  "is  *|d  gf  ,N  ^ 

"'  ^  r  '*■  *®  ^  ^  -/  g ,h  feW-mai 

n"  ^  *  r-  =;  n  -<  r-  s'  £  r>  iMa? .-  /*  «■*  m-ff-gUgr- 

^  ,  ,p  l  ,r  • 

-ffrf  y  ,l  a?  r  r  ^  -'  r«w  *  _,  #  4< ,,  ^ 

•J+J «  yf  il  cr  j2f,gr  „  ^  (h  %  -r-  ^  «sf  *  j  nJ. 

^  ^ 4* ,r  ?  ^ ^  |>  n>  <£■  4^  g| 

~  K  =?  !?  'ft*?  *- » 

■  ■  W 

-4  71#  '-#*  <«4 '  ^  .104  V  -  ^  #  or»  Mt4  V 


V  _] 
vN  ^  - 


5>f  I  (W 

^  9  (K  «)1  4  5pli  rfj  rtfo.' 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/! 547c9/ 


